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This document covers in detail how to modify the Sony DSC-W35 digital camera for remote shutter control from the 
PixController Universal or LE camera control board. Please see http://www.pixcontroller.com or email 
support@pixcontroller.com for more information. 
 
Please note that if you make this modification to y our Sony camera that you will void your 
camera’s warranty.  This modification can also resu lt in damage to your digital camera if 
you do not follow the instructions properly.  
 
 
Disclaimer:  
 
1. Anyone undertaking the project of modifying any of the digital cameras shown in our PDF modification files must do 
so at their own risk. PixController, Inc. will not be responsible for damaged cameras. Also, be warned that camera 
modifications such as are listed below will also void the manufactures warranty of the camera.  
 
2. Only individuals that have experience with soldering small gauge wires to small location, and have experience with 
working with delicate devices (eg, removing small screws from a digital camera and working with small electronics) 
should consider undertaking a task such as this.  
 
3. PixController, Inc. provides these camera modification files as a free service to our customers. They may not be 
downloaded and posted on any other internet web site, linked to any other internet web site, or these files may not be 
modified and use on any product documentation or posted on any internet site without the written consent of 
PixController, Inc.  



 
Tools/Parts Needed  

1. 2.4 mm #0 Philips Screwdriver & Small Flat Blade Screwdriver. 
2. Fine tipped soldering iron with heat control. 
3. 30 Gauge wire. Wire Wrap type wire can be purchased from your local Radio Shack store.  Find one of the 3 

part numbers: 278-501, 278-502, 278-503.  They come in a spool of 50 feet of wire for $2.99, or by using the 4-
wire servo cable from PixController, Inc. which includes the 30 gauge wire. 

4. Small tweezers. 
5. Flat blade screw driver or knife. 
6. PixController Universal board with Sony S40/S600-U PIC chip, or LE board with LE II PIC chip, or LE TM (Trail 

Mode PIC chip) 
 

 
Remove batteries and media card  
 
Before starting your project be sure to remove the Li internal 
battery and the Media Card. 
 

 

 
Remove the Li battery and Media Card 

 
 

 
Remove the camera case screws  
 
Remove all 4 screws from the camera case. Be sure to 
place the screws in a safe place while modifying the 
camera, and remember where each screw came from.  
 
 

 
Remove screws 1 and 2 from the right side of the case. 

 



 
Remove screw 3 from the bottom of the case. 

 

 
Remove screw 4 from the right side of the case. 

 
 
 

Remove the case  
 
Carefully remove the front and the back covers 
from the camera and store in a safe place.  

 
 



Remove the tripod connector  
 
We suggest removing the tripod connector from the camera 
case so you may run the modification wires through the 
bottom of the case. There are other options, but this is our 
suggestion. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Remove the shutter board  
 
Next remove the two interior screws that hold 
the shutter board in place 

 
The first step is to remove the tape which holds the flat flex shutter 

board cable to the camera main board as shown above. 
 



 
Carefully remove the flat flex cable as shown above. This will just pull 

out. 
 

 
Now turn the camera body over so the back end is facing with the LCD 

screen. 
 

 
Remove the camera setting dial. This just simply pulls off. 

 



 
Remove the Shutter Board Screw as shown above. 

 

 
Carefully life off the back circuit board which will remove the shutter 

board assembly from the camera body. Note, this circuit board is just 
held in place by a few tabs and removes easily. 

 

 
Turn the shutter board upside down so that the metal case is facing 

upwards. We next want to lift up the plastic melted rivets that hold the 
metal cover to the shutter board. Try not to remove all the plastic as we 

will use this to snap the metal cover back on after the wires are 
soldered to the shutter board.  



 
Locating the Shutter/Power/Common Contacts  
 
The PixController board contact points are shown in 
Figure 1. These are the locations where you will 
solder your small gauge wire and will be connected 
to your PixController board. You will need a fine 
tipped soldering iron in order to perform this task. 
Note, the photo show the wires already soldered to 
the board from our 4-wire servo cable. 
 
In this photo our 4-wire servo cable is wired this 
way: (Note1: Wire colors can vary)  
 
Blue – Common 
Green – Shutter 
Red – Refresh 
White – Power On/Off 
 
Note2:  This modification uses a 4-wire connector, 
however, this can be done with a 3-wire connector 
leaving off the “Refresh/Auto Focus” connection. We 
recommend a 4-wire modification for fastest shutter 
control of this camera. 

 

 
Figure 1 

 
Lift off the metal plate to expose the shutter board. The above 

photo shows the soldering locations. 

 
Adding the 4-wire servo cable  
 
We suggest using the 4-wire servo cable with this 
camera modification, however, this was only our 
personal preference. There does not appear to be any 
room inside the camera for an internal connector. 
 
A good way to use the 4-wire servo cable is to run it 
through the tripod hole.  
 
Next, run the wires through the tripod hole as shown in 
figure 2 and solder the wires to the Shutter Board. You 
can glue the 4-wire servo connector to this cover plate. 

 
First run the small gauge wires from the 4-wire servo cable 
through the tripod hold before soldering them to the shutter 

board. 
Figure 2 

 

 
Solder the small gauge servo wires to the locations as shown 

above. 



Reassemble the Shutter Board and Case  
 
Once you are complete with this process place the 
shutter board assembly back into the camera body. 
Note the locations the wires run out of the shutter board 
into the camera body. 

 
Place the metal cover back over the shutter board so it snaps into 
place. Note, you may want to add some glue to hold this if you do 
not get a good fit holding the metal plate to the shutter board 
cover. However, when this is assembled back into the camera 
body it will be held firmly below the plate. If you do use glue don’t 
use too much and let it completely dry before placing this into the 
camera body.  
 

 
Place the camera body’s back cover into place and route the wires 
as shown above. Add a small piece of electrical tape to hold them 
into place. Make sure you add the Shutter Board Screw and 
Setting Dial before putting the camera back onto th e camera 
body. 
 



 
Place the camera front case over the camera body and snap into 
place. Replace the 4 screws and your modification is complete. 

 
 

Attaching the Sony DSC-W35 to the 
PixController LE Board and Universal Board  
 
 
 
1. Wiring your Sony DSC-W35 camera to the 
PixController LE board. 
 
Connect the following wires to your LE board: 
 
Camera                 Point on LE Board 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Shutter                 Shutter on LE, J2-1 
Ground                Ground on LE, J2-2 
Power On/Off       Refresh on LE, J2-3 
Refresh                Power on LE, J2-4 
 
 
Last, remove the R17 resistor from the LE board, 
see: http://www.pixcontroller.com/PixLE 
/PixLE_ResistorRemoval.htm 
 
 
2. Wiring your Sony DSC-W35 camera to the 
PixController Universal board. 
 
Connect the following wires to your Universal 
board: 
 
Camera               Universal Board 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Shutter                Shutter, J14-1, or Phone Cable 
                                                      Shutter Wire 
Ground                Ground, J14-7, or Phone Cable 
                                                       Ground Wire 
Power On/Off      Power, J14-3, or Phone Cable 
                                                         Power Wire 
Refresh                Refresh, J14-2 or Phone Cable 
                                                         Refresh 

 
PixController LE Camera Port Diagram 

 

 
PixController Universal Camera Port Diagram 

 



 
 

PixController Universal Phone Port 
 
 
 
 

Using the PixController DigitalEye Kit for building  your trail camera  
 
 

Building a Trail Camera  
 
We suggest using our 
PixController DigitalEye Trail 
camera kit, KITU05, for completing 
your Sony DSC-W35 trail camera 
project.  
 
On our web site we have a step-
by-step tutorial on how to 
assembly this kit. Look at this 
tutorial. Your camera system will 
look like this. The only additions 
are you will need the 4-wire servo 
cable and some foam around the 
camera lens to mask it from the 
flash as shown to the photo at the 
right. 
 
The DSC-W35 lens is taller than 
the 1020 case so you will need to 
add some lens extension to this 
case so the zoom lens will not hit 
the case. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Notes for wiring  
 
Wire the 4-wire servo cable to the back of the 
Universal board as shown. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Camera Setting  
 
We suggest the following Sony DSC-W35 setting for maximum trail camera performance: 
 

·  Red Eye Reduction: Off 
·  Auto Review: Off 
·  Beep: Off 
·  Set your Date/Time 

·  Setup Camera in  Program Mode “P” 
·  ISO 1000 (brightest night photos) or Auto ISO 
·  Picture Quality: Fine 
·  Set focus to Infinity (Very important for speed) 
·  Set the Flash Level to + 
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